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(by comparing them with the most ancient rituals) to renounce all usages not clearly primitive; and, diligently consulting the works of the Fathers, they embodied the doctrines universally received by the early Church in that book which was the result and glory of their labours, the Book of Common Prayer. The work of these commissioned divines was submitted to the convocation of the other Bishops and clergy, and being approved by them, and authorized by the Crown, was laid before the two Houses of Parliament, and was accepted by the laity, who respectfully thanked the Bishops for their labour. And thus, it is seen, that the English Prayer-Book was not composed in a few years, or by a few men ; it has descended to us from the first ages of Christianity. It has been shown by the learned Mr. Palmer, that there is scarcely a portion of our Prayer-Book which cannot, in some way, be traced to ancient offices. And this it is important to note; first, because it shows that as the Papist in England is not justified in calling his the old Church, since our's is the old Church reformed, his a sect in this country., comparatively new, so neither may he produce his, in opposition to our's, as the old Liturgy. All that is really ancient we retained, when the Bishops and divines who reformed our old Church corrected, from Scripture and antiquity, our old Liturgy. What they rejected, and the Papists adhered to, were innovations and novelties, introduced during the middle ages. And it is important to observe this, in the next place, since it is this fact which constitutes the value of the Prayer-Book, regarded, as we do regard it, not only as a manual of devotion, but also as an interpreter of Scripture, It embodies the doctrines and observances which the early Christians, (having received them from the Apostles themselves,) preserved with reverential care, and handed down, as a sacred deposit, to their posterity,
FRANCISCANS. A religious order in the Roman Church, founded in the year 1209, by Francis, the son of a merchant of Assisi. The Franciscans are supposed to have come into England in the year 1224. At the dissolution of the monasteries, the conventual Franciscans had fifty-five houses.